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Learner drivers linked to teachers
t Ashwini Saseedaran
A NEW driving program will help
young people across the South
West complete their 50 hours of supervised driving experience needed to gain a driver’s licence.
Set to begin in December, the
Regional Youth Driver Education
Program will connect learner drivers with a volunteer mentor and
automatic vehicle through an

online system. After uploading
their availability, a profile and a
photo to the online program, volunteers and participants will be
able to match according to suitability and then meet at a safe and public place organised by the South
West Youth Driver Development
Program.
Run as a consortium, drivers will
be inducted through program
managers while volunteers will be

screened for a national police clearance, working with children
check and licence check through
Volunteer South West.
Schools and organisations like
Clontarf South West and Headspace Bunbury will join the program to offer support.
Costing $15 per hour and a half,
coordinator Susie Delaporte said
the program would provide a platform for those without supervisors

or vehicles to genuinely accrue
their driving experience and commit to safer driving.
“It will make for safer roads and
create more opportunities for
young people in terms of work,
study and training,” Ms Delaporte
said.
“There are good boundaries and
there is no exchanging of personal
information or contact details.”
Excited for the roll out to make a

Queen’s award for
youth scouts pair
TWO members of the Carey Park Scouts venturer unit were presented with the highest youth
award achievable in scouting last week.
After years of hard work and training, Katherine Denby and Bevan Eales were selected for the
Queen’s Scout Award in recognition of their
efforts and to further widen their interests and
knowledge in scouting.
“Getting the Queen’s Scout has been a great
achievement for me,” Miss Denby said.
“I am looking forward to continuing adventures in my scouting life.”
Starting their journey in Girl Guides and
Cubs, the pair participated in and arranged
hikes, canoeing, stingray swimming, camping
and fundraising as well as surf lifesaving, sailing, hiking, kayaking and animal rescue programs.
“Scouting has made me who I am today as I
have valuable life, social and environmental
skills that will stay with me forever,” Bevan said.

big difference in the community,
she said it was all about harnessing
technology in clever ways to make
a meaningful and real difference to
someone’s life.
Initially formed at Bassendean
Youth Services, manager Greg
Neri said apart from improved
freedom and employment, the program opened up a world of opportunities for a range of young people
from diverse backgrounds.

Money for
regional art

Carey Park Scouts Bevan Eales, 17, and Katherine Denby, 18, are all smiles after being awarded the
Queen’s Scout medal. Picture: Jon Gellweiler

FORREST MHR Nola Marino is
inviting artists, arts workers and
organisations to apply for Festivals
Australia funding.
Mrs Marino said it was a “terrific opportunity” to plan high quality arts experiences for people in
the South West.
“This program funds festivals,
parades and community celebrations in regional and remote areas,” she said.
“Festivals Australia funding
ensures regional and remote
audiences have access to high quality artistic experiences where they
live.
“Giving audiences access to a
diverse range of art forms and
ensuring Australian artists and
performers gain wider exposure
for their work.”

NEWS IN BRIEF
Joyce backs dam desalination plan
DEPUTY Prime Minister Barnaby Joyce was in
Waterloo on Friday discussing the
Myalup-Wellington Dam project with farmers.
Harvey Water general manager Bradd
Hamersley outlined the challenges faced by
farmers who irrigate their crops with increasingly
saline water from the Wellington Dam.
“Mr Joyce was very supportive of the project
and it was beneficial to show him first-hand the
critical situation our farmers are facing,” Mr
Hamersley said.
“We will continue to work with the Federal
Government to secure funding for the project.”

Public toilet block for Capel Civic Precinct
THE construction of a new toilet block at the
Capel Civic Precinct is slated to start in November,
with four weeks of construction expected to be
completed before Christmas.
The project has been awarded to Landmark
Production Ltd and the work includes a toilet
block with a shelter and minor landscaping
around the block.
The block will house an electrical connection,
with provision for an information display board at
the shelter.

Triathlon gains State championship status
THE Bunbury City Classic Triathlon set to take
place on March 25 next year will showcase WA’s
best triathletes as they aim to qualify for the
prestigious 2018 ITU World Championship.
It is the first time the triathlon has been
awarded State championship status as part of the
new-look 2017-18 SunSmart Triathlon Series.
The City of Bunbury has partnered with the
series, with event growth and increased tourism
the overall aim.
Online registration closes on March 23, 2018.

Hard and green waste collection kicks off
BUNBURY hard and green waste verge-side
collections kick off again at the start of next
month.
Usher, Withers, South Bunbury and
surrounding areas will lead off the service with
hard waste collection set for October 9 and green
waste on October 30.
Bunbury City Council has warned hazardous
and electronic waste will not be accepted and
should be taken to its Waste Operations Depot in
Davenport.
The residential waste collections will run until
November and other area collection dates are on
the City of Bunbury website.

